agencies, scientific circles, medical associations emerging capabilities for misuse of scientific Developments such as these will make biological weapons more attractive, more effective and more difficult to detect.
Today, advances in biotechnology carry enormous promise. Humanity may benefit in myriad ways if current research leads, for instance, to ways of safely breaking down toxic waste, tailoring life-saving drugs or vaccines to individuals, and improving food production in impoverished areas of the world.
Since the end of the Cold War it has become apparent that some countries have continued biological weapons programmes in violation of international law.
Governments have not been alone in this: the world now also faces the threat of direct attacks against civilians by non-state organizations.
In addition, scientists in academic, industrial or military laboratories may be operating in ignorance of, or willful disregard for, the uses to which their work could be put.
They also risk eroding rules established against the use of poison in warfare and the deliberate spread of disease.
But these advances will also pose acute risks to humanity and our environment if they are inadequately controlled or employed as a means of warfare or spreading terror, or otherwise misused.
Falling sick from invisible germs is universally feared. Individuals, families and whole societies go to great lengths to protect their health. As advances in biotechnology begin to find their way into everyday life and related knowledge becomes more widely available, the need to regulate certain scientific endeavours in this field and to monitor potentially dangerous technologies is becoming ever more urgent.
The risks described here prompted the ICRC to issue a public appeal in September 2002 entitled "Biotechnology, Weapons and Humanity" . This appeal was addressed to governments, scientists, the biotechnology industry and civil society. It:
identified the growing danger of advances in biotechnology being misused; highlighted the threat which inaction poses to rules -ancient and modernprohibiting the use of poison and the deliberate spread of disease; called for reaffirmation of these rules by governments, scientists, industry and civil society, and for a range of practical preventive measures to be taken.
Given its mandate to protect and assist the victims of armed conflict, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is alarmed by the increasing potential for misuse for hostile purposes of biotechnology developments.

T H E I C R C ' S A P P E A L T H E I C R C ' S A P P E A L
Those in a position to help prevent biotechnology being used for hostile purposes too often focus on only one aspect of the solution, such as the Biological Weapons Convention, bio-safety rules, disease surveillance or countering "bio-terrorism" . Seldom is synergy of action achieved between the different entities concerned.
At the core of the ICRC's appeal is a "web of prevention" that should serve to prevent advances in biotechnology being used for poisoning or the deliberate spread of disease. This web is formed by the broad and integrative approach that should be taken by all those concerned to minimize the risk. 
T H E I C R C A P P E A L A L S O : T H E I C R C A P P E A L A L S O : OU ARE CONCERNED, YOU CAN HELP Y O U A R E C O N C E R N E D , Y O U C A N H E L P T H E W E B O F P R E V E N T I O N T H E W E B O F P R E V E N T I O N
scrutinizing all research with potentially dangerous consequences and ensuring that it is submitted to rigorous and independent peer review; encouraging adoption of professional and industrial codes of conduct aimed at preventing the misuse of biological agents;
ensuring effective regulation of research programmes, facilities and biological agents which may lend themselves to misuse, and supervision of individuals with access to sensitive technologies;
supporting enhanced national and international programmes to prevent and respond to the spread of infectious disease. 
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W A N T T O K N O W M O R E ?
Mission
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an impartial, neutral and independent organization whose exclusively humanitarian mission is to protect the lives and dignity of victims of war and internal violence and to provide them with assistance. It directs and coordinates the international relief activities conducted by the Movement in situations of conflict. It also endeavours to prevent suffering by promoting and strengthening humanitarian law and universal humanitarian principles. Established in 1863, the ICRC is at the origin of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.
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